APPENDIX   I

THE   EFFECT   UPON   THE   MIND   OF
CONTACT   WITH   DEATH

(See pp. 132-3-)

DURING a discussion with her staff, a headmistress
of a school of one hundred and fifty infants, whose
work for many years had lain in a thickly populated
area among the poorer classes of the community,
remarked that her children's attitude towards death
seemed to be one of striking indifference. She later
kindly furnished the following details. " In the
first place the child in whose house the death has
occurred, invariably comes to school and gives
teacher an account in detail of what has happened
before and after the death. The children evidently
watch everything, for to them, it is simply something
of interest that is new and, according to the housing,
which I will mention later, everything is seen quite
as if in the ordinary course of events. The child,
after the description, even to having seen the veil
over the face, tells the other children in the class and
is quite the envy of his comrades. Very, very often
quite a number of other children go to view the body
(some with their elders, others go of their own accord).
N                              193